HIS
183

Survey of East Asian History  

(Prehistoric origins – 1600)

Prof. Barak Kushner (Chambers 321E, Office hours TBA)
MWF@12:30-1:20pm
Class meets in Chambers 318

Description: This course is an introduction to the early history of China and Japan.  Students are not expected to have any prior knowledge of the region as the course is oriented toward emphasizing social and cultural developments, including religion, as well as economic and political institutions.  


The history of China during this period is one of the stunning successes as it grew into an enduring culture and civilization.  Chinese civilization spread its influence widely all over Asia and became Asia’s “center.”  Japan’s own development owed much to its Chinese heritage, even though the Japanese have always adapted these foreign traditions into their own language and lexicon.  History 183 can provide a strong foundation for students of all backgrounds, especially those intending to pursue a broad range of study including business, law, education, medicine, engineering, etc.

Required Texts:

Conrad Schirokauer. A Brief History of Chinese and Japanese Civilizations. (2nd Edition)

Karen Brazell, translated. The Confessions of Lady Nijô.

David Lu.  Japan, A Documentary History.

Patricia Ebrey, ed. Chinese Civilization and Society a Sourcebook.

Ivan Morris, Nobility of Failure. (electronic reserve)

Robert Van Gulik. The Willow Pattern (Judge Dee Mystery)

Ray Huang. 1587, A Year of No Significance.

a) Consistent attendance is necessary to follow the course and receive a grade commensurate with your efforts.  I allow a few unexcused absences, after all life is eventful, but abuse will lower your grade.  

b) Tardiness is not tolerated. Students must come to class on time. Being late disrupts the class.

c) Preparedness is required. All students are expected to do the assigned readings and participate in class discussion.   I will lecture, but I assume that students will work within the class paradigm to arrive at their own conclusions.  Education is a two-way street.

d) All papers must be turned in at the beginning of class when they are assigned.  Late papers are strongly discouraged.  Each day late will be marked down a full letter grade. 

**The Honor Code is an integral part of the Davidson experience.  You have a responsibility to uphold that Code and take it seriously.  Any cheating or plagiarizing on your papers or assignments will not be tolerated.  It is expected that you will pledge all assignments.  

Class Requirements

A Map Quiz 5%

Midterm  20%

Final Exam 25%

Two Papers Due (5-7 pages) each one 20%

Class Participation and Preparation 10%


My grading scale is as follows: 93-100 A; 90-92 A-; 87-89 B+; 83-86 B; 

80-82 B-; 77-79 C+; 73-76 C; 70-72 C-; 67-69 D+; 60-66 D; below 60 fails the course. 

Readings

1.Week One (August 26th) Chinese Antiquity: Bronzes, Zhou Dynasty, Early Philosophers


Monday 26th Class Intro and Paperwork


Wed 28th  Schirokauer pp. 3-48

Fri 30th   Who was Confucius?  Ebrey, pp. 14-31.  Other Chinese early philosophies

2. Week Two (September 2nd) 1st Empire 221BC – 220 AD (Qin Dynasty)


Mon 2 Schirokauer pp. 50-76


Wed 4 Salt Monopoly – Ruling Empires


Fri 6 Ebrey, pp. 32-45; Benjamin Schwartz Ancient World of Chinese Thought (should be on reserve)


MAP QUIZ

3. Week Three (September 9th) Chinese Buddhism, Sui Dynasty


Mon 9 Schirokauer pp. 78-100


Wed 11 Ebrey, p. 60-76


Fri 13 Schirokauer pp. 101-129

4. Week Four (September 16th) Tang Dynasty


No classes on Monday, Yom Kippur


Wed 18 Ebrey pp. 91-104; 112-119;128-131 


Fri 20 start Van Gulik Judge Dee novel

5.Week Five (September 23rd) Sung Dynasty 960-1279

Mon 23 Schirokauer pp. 184-213. No Class, film at night, Film: Emperor and the Assassin


Wed 25 Ebrey, pp. 142-145; 151-156, 164-168, 178-187


Fri 27 finish Judge Dee novel 


First Paper Due

6. Week Six (September 30th) Mongol and Yuan

Mon 30 Schirokauer pp. 214-233

Wed Oct. 2 Chinese Art and Politics

Fri 4 Ebrey, p. 195-201

7. Week Seven (October 7th) Ming Dynasty

Mon 7 Schirokauer pp.234-260

Wed 9 Something on Ming? 1587 A Year of No Significance, selected chapters.

Fri 11  Ebrey, p. 208-212; 226-237; 245-255

8. Week Eight (October 16-18th) Fall of Ming – Start of Qing

No classes October 14-15, Fall break

Wed 16  Schirokauer, pp. 328-353

Fri 18 Midterm Exam

9. Week Nine (October 21st) Early Japan: Kojiki

Mon 21 Schirokauer pp. 130-154

Wed 23 Ivan Morris, pp. 1-41

Fri 25

10. Week Ten (October 28th) Assimilation of Chinese Culture: Nara, Taika Reforms, Heian, Age of Court, Tale of Genji

Mon 28 David Lu, pp. 1-50.

Wed 30 Schirokauer pp. 155-182

Fri Nov. 1 start Lady Nijô book

11. Week Eleven (November 4th) Kamakura Period, Rise of the Samurai

Mon 4 11 Schirokauer pp. 261-283

Wed 6 Morris, pp. 67-105

Fri 8  

12. Week Twelve (November 11th) Ashikaga, Daimyo Emerge

Mon Schirokauer, pp. 284-310

Wed 13 Morris, pp. 106-142

Fri 15 finish Lady Nijô book

13. Week Thirteen (November 18th) Emergence of Order, Oda Nobunaga; House and Battle of Sekigahara 

Mon 18  Shirokauer, pp. 311-381

Wed 20 

Fri 22 Film: Ballad of Narayama or Rashomon

14. Week Fourteen (November 25,26) Tokugawa

Thanksgiving break November 27-29

Mon 25 Chinese and Japanese Contacts with the West. Japan meets Europe, Chinese encounters with the West?

15. Week Fifteen (December 2nd) Early Tokugawa reforms

Mon 2 Second Paper Due
Wed 4 David Lu, pp. 171-225

Fri 6

16. Week Sixteen (December 9-11) Review

Classes at Professor’s discretion 


Final Exam







