HISTORY 385: HISTORY OF IMPERIAL CHINA, 900-1800.

DAVIDSON COLLEGE, SPRING SEMESTER 2006.

Need for Accommodation
If there is anything that could affect your class participation or performance and may need accommodation, e.g., a religious holiday, disability, mahjong team, etc., please tell me during the first week so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Communication:

Instructor: Joe Dennis. 

Class Meetings: Chambers 3106, Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:00-2:15 p.m.

Office: Chambers 2256
Office Hours: Tuesday 2:30-4:00; Wednesday 1:00-2:00; Thursday and Friday 9:00-10:00, and by appointment. 
Phone: 704-894-2245. 
E-mail: jodennis@davidson.edu. 

Course description: 

This course is an upper division survey of Chinese history during middle and later imperial China, arranged by topic. Topics addressed include daily life and material culture; environment; family, kinship, and sex; government and law; military and foreign relations; economy; science, technology, and medicine; print culture; and travel. The course format is primarily discussion of readings, but will also include lectures. In general, we will read three to four articles or book chapters per week. Course requirements include coming to class prepared for discussion, leading discussion in rotation, a one to two page analysis of each week’s readings, a quiz on the readings every other week, and a final term paper of 12-15 pages.

Readings available in bookstore:

Gernet, Jacques. Daily Life in China on the Eve of the Mongol Invasion: 1250-1276.  Stanford University Press. 1962. ISBN: 0804707200 

Elvin, Mark. The Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China. Yale University Press 2004. ISBN: 0300101112

Lorge, Peter. War, Politics and Society in Early Modern China, 900-1795 (Paperback). Routledge. 2005. ISBN: 041531691X.

Other readings will be on E-Reserve or JSTOR.

Schedule:
Environment (Weeks of January 9 and January 16) 

Elvin, Mark. Retreat of the Elephants: An Environmental History of China. Entire book. Students purchase.
Daily Life and Material Culture (Weeks of January 23 and January 30)
Gernet, Jacques. Daily Life in China on the Eve of the Mongol Invasion: 1250-1276.  Stanford University Press. 1962. Students purchase.

Smith, Joanna F. Handlin. “Gardens in Ch’i Piao-chia's social world: wealth and values in late-Ming Kiangnan.” Journal of Asian Studies (Ann Arbor, MI) 51, no.1 (Feb 1992) 55-81. On JSTOR.
Clunas, Craig. Superfluous Things: Material Culture and Social Status in Early Modern China. (Excerpts E-Reserve).
Family, Kinship, and Sex (Weeks of February 6 and February 13)
Bettine Birge. Women, Property, and Confucian Reaction in Sung and Yuan China: 960-1368. (Excerpts E-Reserve).
Hinsch, Bret. Passions of the Cut Sleeve: the Male Homosexual Tradition in China. (Excerpts E-Reserve). 
Waltner, Ann. Getting an Heir: Adoption and the Construction of Kinship in Late Imperial China (Excerpts E-Reserve). 
Gulik, Robert van. Erotic Colour Prints of the Ming Period: With an Essay on Chinese Sex Life from the Han to the Ch'ing Dynasty, B.C. 206-A.D. 1644. (Excerpts E-Reserve). 

Government and Law (Week of February 20)
Jiang Yonglin. The Great Ming Code. Introduction, pp. 1-38; excerpts of code sections. (E-Reserve). 

Hucker, Charles. A Dictionary of Official Titles in Imperial China, “Introduction: Governmental Organization Era by Era, Ming,” pp. 70-84. (E-Reserve). 

Farmer, Edward. Zhu Yuanzhang and Early Ming Legislation: The Reordering of Chinese Society Following the Era of Mongol Rule. (E-Reserve).

SPRING BREAK February 25-March 5, NO CLASS 

Economy (Week of March 6)
Von Glahn, Richard. Fountain of Fortune: Money and Monetary Policy in China 1000-1700. (Excerpts on E-Reserve). 

Mazumdar, Sucheta. Sugar and Society: Peasants, Technology, and the World Market. (Excerpts on E-Reserve). 

Brook, Timothy. Confusions of Pleasure: Culture and Commerce in Ming China. (Excerpts on E-Reserve). 

Military (Week of March 13)

Sun Pin. The Art of Warfare. 1996 D. C. Lau and Roger Ames translation. (Excerpts E-Reserve).
Lorge, Peter. War, Politics and Society in Early Modern China, 900-1795 (Paperback). Routledge, due out November 2005. ISBN: 041531691X. Students purchase.
Science, Technology, and Medicine (Weeks of March 20 and March 27)
Sivin, Nathan. “Science and Medicine in Chinese History,” in Paul Ropp, ed., Heritage of China: Contemporary Perspectives on Chinese Civilization pp. 164-96. (E-Reserve). 

Hanson, Marta. “Robust northerners and delicate southerners: the nineteenth-century invention of a southern medical tradition
Positions: East Asia Cultures Critique (Durham, NC) 6, no.3 (Win 1998) 515-550. (E-Reserve). 

Smith, Joanna F. Handlin. “Opening and closing a dispensary in Shan-yin County: some thoughts about charitable associations, organizations, and institutions in late Ming China.” Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient (Leiden) 38, pt.3 (Aug 1995) 371-392. E-Reserve. 

Bray, Francesca. Technology and Gender: Fabrics of Power in Late Imperial China. (Excerpts on E-Reserve). 

Needham, Joseph. Science and Civilization in China. (Excerpts on E-Reserve). 

McKnight, Brian, translator. Song, Ci, 1186-1249. The Washing Away of Wrongs: Forensic Medicine in Thirteenth-century China. (Excerpts on E-Reserve). 

Print Culture (Week of April 3)
Brokaw, Cynthia. 2004. “On the history of the book in China.” In Printing and Book Culture in Late Imperial China. University of California Press. Berkeley: 3-54. (E-Reserve). 

McLaren, Anne E. 2004. “Constructing New Reading Publics in Late Ming China.” In Printing and Book Culture in Late Imperial China. University of California Press. Berkeley: 152-183. (E-Reserve). 

Egan, Ronald. 2005. “Book Printing and Resistance to it in Song Dynasty China.” Unpublished paper presented at the Early Development of Chinese Print Culture Workshop, Harvard University, April 30, 2005. (E-Reserve). 

Travel (Week of April 10)
Hargett, James. On the road in twelfth century China: The travel diaries of Fan Chengda (1126-1193). (Excerpts on E-Reserve).

Zheng He voyages, reading to be determined.

Yee, Cordell D. K. “Cartography in China,” in The History of Cartography, 2:2: Cartography in Traditional East and Southeast Asian Societies.  Ed. J. B. Harley and David Woodward.  J. B. Harley and David Woodward ed.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1994. (E-Reserve). 

April 18 Easter Break, NO CLASS
April 20 and 25 will be devoted to working on final papers.
May 5: Final papers due in my office.

Grades:

Attendance
10% (If you miss: 0-2 classes, you get 10 points; 3 classes = 8.5; 4 classes = 7; 5 classes = 4; 6 classes = 2; 7 classes = FAIL COURSE)
Quality of participation in discussion
10%

Leading discussion


10%

Weekly summaries


25%

Six quizzes



20%

Paper




25%

“Participation” means you are prepared, alert, and involved in discussions. This means that when you come to class you must have already read the assignment, thought about it, and noted highlights of what was said and what was not said.


I take attendance. If you are not physically or mentally present, you are not participating. That will hurt your grade. If you must be absent, call or e-mail me in advance. Keep me apprised of anything that could significantly impair your studies. 


I apply imperial Chinese theories of social control to grading. My framework recognizes both the coercive power of the law and the encouraging power of moral example. Poor grades may result from either transgressions or nescience.
[1] Transgressions, such as failure to read an assignment, failure to carefully revise papers before turning them in, lazy thinking, etc., are dealt with using Legalist principles, “if the lord above severely punishes and rewards lightly, then it expresses that the ruler loves the people... By punishments eliminate punishments.”
[2]
Nescience, however, is students’ natural state at the beginning of each course. It shall be approached with encouragement, assistance, and compassion (unless caused by transgressions). “We can master things we originally did not understand. We not only are capable of destroying the old world, we also can create a new world.” Chairman Mao, 1949.


If you do not like your grade on an assignment you can ask me to re-grade it:

In relations with others, one should express anger and resentment openly and straightforwardly. If one cannot express them openly and straightforwardly, the only thing to do is forget about them. To harbor grievances in one’s heart, awaiting some later opportunity to give vent to them, is to act like a weak and petty man - in truth, it can only be called cowardice. The mind of the superior man is like Heaven. When it is resentful or angry, it thunders forth its indignation. But once having loosed its feelings, it is like a sunny day with a clear sky: within the heart there remains not the trace of a cloud. Such is the beauty of true manliness.
[3]


If you are contemplating a re-grade, however, keep in mind that, like Mencius, your teacher believes in innate goodness. When I see a person about to fall into a well, my instinct is to save them. Thus, when I first grade your paper, my instinctual compassion is exercised. But when I re-grade, I have time to carefully consider: “Has the student made a ruckus in class? Has the student unswervingly manifested righteous behavior? Do the student’s words comport with what is in her heart? Does this student deserve salvation?” Also, I will probably catch many more mistakes.

Paper Format:
Most papers must comply with the format set forth in the Minnesota Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure, old rule 132.01, subd. 1:  

Any process capable of producing a clear black image on white paper may be used. All material other than footnotes must appear in at least 11 point type, or its equivalent of not more than 16 characters per inch, on unglazed opaque paper... Pages shall be 8 1/2 by 11 inches in size with one-inch margins. The pages shall be separately and consecutively numbered. Papers shall be submitted in typewritten form and be double spaced. Carbon copies shall not be submitted.

The above rule is not designed to stifle creativity, just to provide a standard for typical papers. You may of course, where desired or necessary, incorporate graphics, sound, performance art, etc. If you want to do something other than mere writing, talk to me in advance so we can determine requirements.
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“When the Great Tao is lost sight of they try to compensate by being clever. This only breeds hypocrisy and sleight-of-hand.”
[4]

Wherever I have specified the length of a paper, you are not to exceed the upper limit. For example, if the assigned length is ten pages, you are not to write beyond ten pages. A lean ten beats a flabby fifteen. Learn proper editing or you will be sentenced to life exile in a malarial region. If you write eleven pages, I will simply cross off the last page, tell you that your paper stopped in mid-sentence and lacked a conclusion. Such papers never score well. Do not fudge the margins, change fonts, etc., to get your paper within the limits; that too will lower your grade (after having read a few thousand student papers it is easy to spot). Just revise it one more time, tighten up flabby phrasing, and cut useless and redundant statements.
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Plagiarism: 

Question: What’s the policy?

Answer: “The proverb says: Don’t insult a friend’s wife or bully his concubine. You’ve done both you impudent ape! Come here and let me have a whack at you!” - Ox Demon King to Monkey (Sun Wukong) in Journey to the West. Think of your assignments as your teacher’s beloved.

Question: What is plagiarism?

Answer: See the college’s policy or ask me before submitting your paper. If you ask me in advance whether you can present material in a certain way, it is harmonious education. If you just present another’s work without attribution, hoping you will not get caught, it will also be educational, however, the lesson learned will be that, indeed, the lot of sentient beings is to suffer. 

Question: What will happen to me if I plagiarize?

Answer: Ling chi, or “death by slicing,” a Chinese and Mongol punishment for heinous crimes in imperial times. In contrast to simple decapitation, ling chi extended the suffering and forced the condemned person to dishonor their parents by defiling their body. In addition, the college’s honor committee will take action, such as expelling your remnant parts.

For details on Davidson’s honor code, see the student handbook (Davidson homepage under “student life”).

Lateness:
I operate on a tight schedule. If you hand in an assignment late, you mess with my schedule. Remember the immutable law of Karma! Also, you will be docked 5 points per day late.

Handouts and Assignments:

If you miss a class, you are responsible for getting any handouts or assignments made. Ask me or check with someone from class. We will make a class list on the first day. The Master said: “Of neighborhoods, benevolence is the most beautiful.”

Other Matters:
Davidson has many common sense policies that you are expected not to violate. If you fear your potential actions may be improper, ask me. For example, maintaining a dignified and respectful atmosphere is a responsibility that Davidson takes seriously. Sexual harassment is one form of disrespect that undermines our community, violates college policy, and could subject one to both civil and criminal liability. 


The line between acceptable social interaction and deviance has been drawn and redrawn throughout history by almost every society. For our purposes, following The Book of Heavenly Commandments, commandments five through ten will ensure the appropriate class atmosphere (promulgated in 1852 during The Heavenly Kingdom of the Taipings)
[5]. Commandment Seven states: 

Do not indulge in wickedness or lewdness. In the world there are many men, all brothers; In the world there are many women, all sisters. For the sons and daughters of Heaven, the men have men’s quarters and the women have women’s quarters; they are not allowed to intermix... The casting of amorous glances, the harboring of lustful imaginings about others, the smoking of opium, and the singing of libidinous songs are all offenses against the Heavenly Commandment. 


If you have questions or are having any problems, please contact me. Confucius said: “He was quick and eager to learn, he was not ashamed to seek advice.”




�[1] You will come across many new terms during this course. Grandma gave you that dictionary for a reason. When the term is not in your dictionary, which occurs often, check a bigger dictionary, such as OED, or ask me. 


�[2] Shang-chün shu chieh-ku ting-pen, Chu Shih-ch’e, 1966.


�[3] Yoshida Shoin, cited in Sources of Japanese Tradition, p. 112, quoting from Zenshu, III, p. 239.


�[4] Tao Te Ching, article eighteen, Kwok, Palmer, Ramsay translation, 1993.





�[5] Sources of Chinese Tradition, p. 28.





