The 2009 Davidson Survey
Thank you for participating in the survey!  Your responses will remain confidential, and you can choose to withdraw at any time.  The first question is immediately below.  In the box provided, please type your email address.  Then, click on “Submit” and the next question will appear.  As you go through the survey, please do not use the “Forward” or “Back” buttons on your browser.  Doing so will distort the answers that you submit.
	1. What is your Davidson email address?

	__________

	2. How informed are you about the impact of coal on both the environment and the U.S economy?
Very Informed, Somewhat informed, Not informed, Don’t know

	3a. The mining and conversion of coal to electricity emits harmful CO2 and particulates, contributing to climate change and pollution. Yet, coal provides nearly half of domestic electricity, and for every job in the coal mining industry, it is estimated that another 3.5 jobs are created elsewhere in the economy.  
Some Democrats oppose coal production because it heavily pollutes the environment. 
Do you support, oppose, or have no opinion about relying on coal as a primary energy source?
	3b. The mining and conversion of coal to electricity emits harmful CO2 and particulates, contributing to climate change and pollution. Yet, coal provides nearly half of domestic electricity, and for every job in the coal mining industry, it is estimated that another 3.5 jobs are created elsewhere in the economy.  
Some Republicans support coal use because it promotes job creation and domestic industries.  
Do you support, oppose, or have no opinion about relying on coal as a primary energy source?
	3c. The mining and conversion of coal to electricity emits harmful CO2 and particulates, contributing to climate change and pollution. Yet, coal provides nearly half of domestic electricity, and for every job in the coal mining industry, it is estimated that another 3.5 jobs are created elsewhere in the economy.  
Some Democrats support coal use because it promotes job creation and domestic industries.  
Do you support, oppose, or have no opinion about relying on coal as a primary energy source?
	3d. The mining and conversion of coal to electricity emits harmful CO2 and particulates, contributing to climate change and pollution. Yet, coal provides nearly half of domestic electricity, and for every job in the coal mining industry, it is estimated that another 3.5 jobs are created elsewhere in the economy.  
Some Republicans oppose coal production because it heavily pollutes the environment. 
Do you support, oppose, or have no opinion about relying on coal as a primary energy source?
	3e. The mining and conversion of coal to electricity emits harmful CO2 and particulates, contributing to climate change and pollution. Yet, coal provides nearly half of domestic electricity, and for every job in the coal mining industry, it is estimated that another 3.5 jobs are created elsewhere in the economy.  
Do you support, oppose, or have no opinion about relying on coal as a primary energy source?

	4. Do you play a varsity sport at Davidson College?

     Yes, No


	5. Did you vote in the 2008 Election?
     Yes, No, Prefer not to say

	6a. IF YES: Who did you vote for?
     John McCain, Barack Obama, Other, Prefer not to say
	6b. IF NO: if you had voted in the 2008 Election, which candidate would you have voted for?
     John McCain, Barack Obama, Other, Prefer not to say

	7. Are you affiliated with or a member of any of the following organizations?  Please fill in the circle beside any organization that fits.
     Environmental Action Coalition, College Republicans, Environmental Impact Committee, Honor Council, Student Government Association, EcoTeam, Activities Tax Council, Union Board, Young Democrats, Engage for Change, ROTC (PUT IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 

	8. Are you receiving need-based financial aid from Davidson College?
     Yes, no, prefer not to say

	9. Are you familiar with the controversy surrounding Guantanamo Bay and the use of enhanced interrogation tactics?
     Yes, No

	10. What are your feelings toward the current health insurance system in the United States?

     Very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, very dissatisfied, don’t know


	11a. Is the use of enhanced interrogation tactics to gain information from suspected terrorists justified?  
     Often, Sometimes, Rarely, Never
	11b. Is the use of enhanced interrogation tactics to gain information from suspected terrorists justified under the Constitutional principles of the United States?  
     Often, Sometimes, Rarely, Never
	11c. Is the use of enhanced interrogation tactics to gain information from suspected terrorists justified in order to strengthen national security?  
     Often, Sometimes, Rarely, Never
	11d. Is the use of waterboarding, sleep deprivation and physical punishment to gain information from suspected terrorists justified?  
     Often, Sometimes, Rarely, Never
	11e. Is the use of waterboarding, sleep deprivation and physical punishment to gain information from suspected terrorists justified under the Constitutional principles of the United States?  
     Often, Sometimes, Rarely, Never
	11f. Is the use of waterboarding, sleep deprivation and physical punishment to gain information from suspected terrorists justified in order to strengthen national security?  
     Often, Sometimes, Rarely, Never

	12. When following the news, do you tend to read news stories (i.e., online or in print), watch news stories (i.e., video online or on television), or do both?

     Read news, Watch news, Do both, Do neither

	13. How often do you read a print or on-line newspaper? 
     Less than once a month, Once a month, 2-3 times a month, once a week, 3-4 times a week, Daily

	14. On a scale of 1-5, how well informed are you about the Charlotte mayoral election?
      “1” Not at all informed, “5” Very well informed

	15. How often do you read the Charlotte Observer?
     Less than once a month, Once a month, 2-3 times a month, once a week, 3-4 times a week, Daily

	16. How often do you go to Charlotte? 
     Less than once a month, Once a month, 2-3 times a month, once a week, 3-4 times a week, Daily

	17. Why do you go to Charlotte? Check all that apply.
      the performing arts, sporting events, concerts, business internship, non-profit internship, shopping, dining, visit family, community service, coursework, job, museums, other

	18. With which of these faith traditions do you most identify?  You may choose more than one if appropriate.
     Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Agnosticism, Atheism, Unaffiliated, Other

	19. IF CHRISTIANITY: Are you affiliated with or a member of any of the following Christian denominations?
     Roman Catholic Church, Southern Baptist Convention,United Methodist Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Presbyterian Church (USA), Episcopal Church in the United States of America, American Baptist Churches in the USA,United Church of Christ, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Presbyterian Church of America, Eastern/Greek Orthodox Church, Society of Friends (Quaker), Assemblies of God/Pentecostal, Seventh Day Adventist, Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormon), Other
	IF ANYTHING ELSE, CONTINUE TO NEXT QUESTION.

	
	
	
	

	20. Are you affiliated with or a member of any of the following religious organizations?  
     Campus Outreach, Canterbury Episcopal Fellowship, Campus Ministry, Hillel / Jewish Student Union, Interfaith Fellowship, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Meditation Group, Methodist College Fellowship, Muslim Students Association, Orthodox Christian Fellowship, Reformed University Fellowship, Westminster Fellowship, Young Life

	We would like to get your feelings toward the candidates for the 2009 Charlotte mayoral election.  We would like you to rate the following candidates using something we call the feeling thermometer.  Ratings between 50 degrees and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorable and warm toward the person.  Ratings between 0 degrees and 50 degrees mean that you don’t feel favorable toward the person and that you don’t care too much for that person. You would rate the person at the 50 degree mark if you don’t feel particularly warm or cold toward the person.  If you don’t recognize the name of the person, you don’t need to rate that person; just type “don’t know.”

	21. How would you rate John Lassiter?  (please enter your rating on the 100-point scale)


	22. How would you rate Anthony Foxx?  (please enter your rating on the 100-point scale)

	Please click on the link below, and watch the following advertisement.

	SHOW LASSITER DESTINY AD
	SHOW LASSITER EXPERIENCE AD
	SHOW FOXX DESTINY AD
	SHOW FOXX EXPERIENCE AD

	23a. How would you rate John Lassiter now?  (please enter your rating on the 100-point scale)
	23b. How would you rate Anthony Foxx now?  (please enter your rating on the 100-point scale)

	24. How religious would you consider yourself, on a scale from 1 (not at all religious) to 5 (very religious)?
  1 (not at all religious) to 5 (strongly religious)

	25. How important to you is the Honor Code at Davidson you?
     Very important, Somewhat important, Not very important

	
	
	
	

	26. How would you rate your knowledge of current politics on a scale from 1 (not informed) to 5 (very informed)?
     1 (not informed) to 5 (very informed)

	27. In the current health care debate in Washington, how do you feel about the argument that Congress should slow down its efforts to reform our health care system?
     Strongly agree, somewhat agree, mixed feelings, somewhat disagree, strongly disagree, or don’t know

	Please click on the link below, and watch the following advertisement.

	SHOW REP. AD ABOUT REPS, VERSION 1
	SHOW REP. AD ABOUT REPS, VERSION 2
	SHOW DEM. AD ABOUT REPS, VERSION 1
	SHOW DEM. AD ABOUT REPS, VERSION 2

	28. Now, how do you feel about the argument that Congress should slow down its efforts to reform our health care system?
     Strongly agree, somewhat agree, mixed feelings, somewhat disagree, strongly disagree, or don’t know

	MAKE SURE THAT YOU MAKE A NEW RANDOM ASSIGNMENT FOR THE ADS BELOW; IN OTHER WORDS, A RESPONDENT WATCHING THE LEFT-MOST AD ABOVE SHOULD HAVE AN EQUAL CHANCE OF WATCHING ANY ONE OF THE FOUR ADS BELOW.

	29. How do you feel about the proposal in Congress to require all U.S. citizens to have health insurance? 
     Strongly agree, somewhat agree, mixed feelings, somewhat disagree, strongly disagree, or don’t know

	Please click on the link below, and watch another advertisement.

	SHOW REP. AD ABOUT DEMS, VERSION 1
	SHOW REP. AD ABOUT DEMS, VERSION 2
	SHOW DEM. AD ABOUT DEMS, VERSION 1
	SHOW DEM. AD ABOUT DEMS, VERSION 2

	30. Now, how do you feel about the proposal in Congress to require all U.S. citizens to have health insurance? 
     Strongly agree, somewhat agree, mixed feelings, somewhat disagree, strongly disagree, or don’t know

	31. What is your family’s annual income?

     Less than $25,000, $25,000 to $50,000, $50,000 to $100,000, $100,000 to $150,000, $150,000 to $200,000, Over $200,000, Prefer not to say


	32. Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Democrat, a Republican, an Independent, or what?
              Democrat, Republican, Independent, Other, No preference, Don’t know

	33a. [IF ANSWERED DEMOCRAT:] Would you call yourself a strong Democrat or a not very strong Democrat?
               Strong, Not very strong
	32b. [IF ANSWERED REPUBLICAN:] Would you call yourself a strong Republican or a not very strong Republican? 
               Strong, Not very strong
	32c. [IF ANSWERED INDEPENDENT, OTHER, OR NO PREFERENCE:] Do you think of yourself as closer to the Democratic Party or closer to the Republican Party? 
               Closer to Democratic, Neither, Closer to Republican

	34. On social issues, do you usually think of yourself as a liberal, a moderate, a conservative, or what?
               Liberal, Moderate, Conservative, No preference, Don’t know

	35a. [IF ANSWERED LIBERAL:] Would you call yourself a strong liberal or a not very strong liberal?
               Strong liberal, Not very strong liberal
	35b. [IF ANSWERED CONSERVATIVE:] Would you call yourself a strong conservative or a not very strong conservative?
               Strong conservative, Not very strong conservative
	35c. [IF ANSWERED INDEPENDENT, OTHER, OR NO PREFERENCE:] Do you think of yourself as more like a liberal or more like a conservative?
               More like a liberal, Moderate, More like a conservative

	36. On economic issues, do you usually think of yourself as a liberal, a moderate, a conservative, or what?
               Liberal, Moderate, Conservative, No preference, Don’t know

	37a. [IF ANSWERED LIBERAL:] Would you call yourself a strong liberal or a not very strong liberal?
               Strong liberal, Not very strong liberal
	37b. [IF ANSWERED CONSERVATIVE:] Would you call yourself a strong conservative or a not very strong conservative?
               Strong conservative, Not very strong conservative
	37c. [IF ANSWERED INDEPENDENT, OTHER, OR NO PREFERENCE:] Do you think of yourself as more like a liberal or more like a conservative?
               More like a liberal, Moderate, More like a conservative

	38. How many economics and political science courses combined have you taken since you have been at Davidson (including this semester)? (Enter number)

	39. Are you familiar with the public option under discussion in the current health care debate in Washington?

     Yes, No

	40a. Do you approve or disapprove of a public option?

     Approve, Disapprove
	40b. Do you approve or disapprove of a government sponsored public option that could allow citizens more freedom to choose among health insurance plans? 
     Approve, Disapprove
	40c. Do you approve or disapprove of a government controlled public option that could put private insurance companies at a disadvantage? 
     Approve, Disapprove
	40d. Do you approve or disapprove of a public option? 

     Approve, Disapprove, No opinion
	40e. Do you approve or disapprove of a government sponsored public option that could allow citizens more freedom to choose among health insurance plans? 
     Approve, Disapprove, No opinion
	40f. Do you approve or disapprove of a government controlled public option that could put private insurance companies at a disadvantage? 
     Approve, Disapprove, No opinion

	41. What is your cumulative GPA?

     Below 2.50, 2.50 to 2.99, 3.00 to 3.49, Greater than 3.50, Prefer not to say


	Now for some questions about the federal government.  
42. Which party controls the U.S. Senate in Washington?
     The Democratic Party, the Republican Party, both, neither, don’t know

	43. How much of a majority is required for the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives to override a presidential veto - - one-half plus one vote, three-fifths, two-thirds, or three-quarters?
     One-half plus one vote, three-fifths, two-thirds, three-quarters, don’t know

	44. In general, thinking about the political parties in Washington, would you say Democrats are more conservative than Republicans, or Republicans are more conservative than Democrats?
     The Democrats more conservative, the Republicans more conservative, no difference, don’t know

	45. Whose responsibility is it to determine if a law is constitutional or not - - is it the President, Congress, or the Supreme Court?
     The President, Congress, the Supreme Court, don’t know

	46. How many years is the term of a U.S. senator?

	__________

	47. How many members of the U.S. House are there?

	__________

	48. What political office is now held by Mitch McConnell?

	__________


Thank you very much for completing the survey.  Please close your browser.  We will share our findings with the campus community after tabulating the results.
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