The 2002 Davidson Survey

Thank you for participating in the survey!  The first question is immediately below.  In the box provided, please type your first name and last name.  Then, click on “Submit” and the next question will appear.  As you go through the survey, please do not use the “Forward” or “Back” buttons on your browser.  Doing so will distort the answers that you submit.
	1. What is your name?

	First name: __________

	Last name: __________

	2. What is your gender?

	Female, Male

	3.  With which of the following racial and/or ethnic groups do you identify? (Please check all that apply.)

	African-American, Asian-American, Caucasian, Hispanic, Native American, Other

	4. What is your major?  (Leave blank if you have yet to declare a major.  Enter both majors if you have a double major.)

	__________

	5. This question lists three things that sometimes make people angry or upset.  Just answer HOW MANY of them upset you.  We don’t want to know which ones, just HOW MANY.

· the federal government increasing the tax on gasoline

· professional athletes getting million-dollar contracts

· large corporations polluting the environment
	5. This question lists four things that sometimes make people angry or upset.  Just answer HOW MANY of them upset you.  We don’t want to know which ones, just HOW MANY.

· the federal government increasing the tax on gasoline

· professional athletes getting million-dollar contracts

· interracial dating, with blacks taking out whites

· large corporations polluting the environment
	5. This question lists four things that sometimes make people angry or upset.  Just answer HOW MANY of them upset you.  We don’t want to know which ones, just HOW MANY.

· the federal government increasing the tax on gasoline

· professional athletes getting million-dollar contracts

· awarding college scholarships on the basis of race

· large corporations polluting the environment

	0, 1, 2, 3
	0, 1, 2, 3, 4
	0, 1, 2, 3, 4

	6. In the wake of such scandals as Enron, WorldCom, and ImClone, do you think the government has imposed too much, the right amount, or not enough regulation on business and industry?
	6. In recent months the government has passed legislation significantly increasing the amount of regulation on business and industry.  Do you think the government has imposed too much, the right amount, or not enough regulation on business and industry?
	6. Do you think the government has imposed too much, the right amount, or not enough regulation on business and industry?

	Too much, Right Amount, Not Enough

	7. In a news summary last week, a reporter mentioned that the local police recently stopped a black man because he was driving a late-model Jaguar.  After detaining him for over two hours, the police linked him to a plan to blow up the county courthouse.  Do you think the stop was a good idea or a bad idea?
	7. In a news summary last week, a reporter mentioned that the local police recently stopped an Arab man because he was driving a late-model Jaguar.  After detaining him for over two hours, the police linked him to a plan to blow up the county courthouse.  Do you think the stop was a good idea or a bad idea?
	7. In a news summary last week, a reporter mentioned that the local police recently stopped a black man because he was driving a late-model Jaguar.  After detaining him for over two hours, the police released him.  Do you think the stop was a good idea or a bad idea?
	7. In a news summary last week, a reporter mentioned that the local police recently stopped an Arab man because he was driving a late-model Jaguar.  After detaining him for over two hours, the police released him.  Do you think the stop was a good idea or a bad idea?

	Good idea, Bad idea, Don’t know
	Good idea, Bad idea, Don’t know
	Good idea, Bad idea, Don’t know
	Good idea, Bad idea, Don’t know

	8. Do you think the police made the stop by using racial profiling, or do you think the police had another reason for stopping the man?

	Racial profiling, Another reason, Don’t know

	9. Would you support a tax increase to provide more affordable prescription drugs to those who need them?
	9. Would you support a plan to provide more affordable prescriptions drugs to those who need them?

	Support, Neutral, Oppose, Don’t know

	10. Which of the following apply to you?  (Please check all that do apply.)

	I belong to a fraternity.  I belong to an eating house.  I eat at Vail Commons.  I eat independently.

	11. How many days a week do you watch the news on television?

	__________

	12. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

	It is acceptable for police to target minorities based on their race, under some circumstances.
	It is acceptable for police to target Arabs based on their race, under some circumstances.
	It is acceptable for police to target blacks based on their race, under some circumstances.

	Agree, Disagree, Don’t know
	Agree, Disagree, Don’t know
	Agree, Disagree, Don’t know

	13. The major debate regarding the patients’ bill of rights is over whether there should be a cap on damages that HMO’s would be liable for.  Do you support a cap on damages?
	13. The major debate regarding the patients’ bill of rights is over whether there should be a cap on damages that HMO’s would be liable for.  Some politicians have said that without this cap, trial lawyers will abuse the system, and unnecessary lawsuits will increase.  Do you support a cap on damages?
	13. The major debate regarding the patients’ bill of rights is over whether there should be a cap on damages that HMO’s would be liable for.  Some politicians have argued that you cannot put a cost on suffering and that HMO’s should be fully responsible for their misdeeds.  Do you support a cap on damages?

	Yes, No, Neither, Don’t know

	14. Do you think that the recent accounting scandals are isolated cases, or do you think that most companies mislead or lie to investors?
	14. President Bush has said that he feels that most companies are honest and reveal all their assets.  Do you think that the recent accounting scandals are isolated cases, or do you think that most companies mislead or lie to investors?
	14. Do you think that the recent accounting scandals are isolated cases, or do you think that most companies mislead investors?
	14. President Bush has said that he feels that most companies are honest and reveal all their assets.  Do you think that the recent accounting scandals are isolated cases, or do you think that most companies mislead investors?

	Isolated cases, Most companies mislead or lie, Don’t know
	Isolated cases, Most companies mislead or lie, Don’t know
	Isolated cases, Most companies mislead, Don’t know
	Isolated cases, Most companies mislead, Don’t know

	15. We are next going to present you with some campaign advertisements.  After each one, we are going to ask you about the person named in the ad.  Here’s the first campaign ad:

	[TONE=0] For years and years, our prices for cable tv have been going higher and higher.  Tom Williams wants to stop this endless cycle of rising rates, by increasing competition in the cable tv business.  
	[TONE=1] For years and years, our prices for cable tv have been going higher and higher.  Tom Williams wants to cut cable tv bills by increasing competition among cable companies.  That’s a bad idea.  

	[POSITIVE=0] Williams runs a local phone company.  Competition from other phone companies forced him to cut phone rates.  This experience taught him that increased competition lowers prices.  So if you want to keep our cable tv bills down, vote for Tom Williams on Election Day.
	[POSITIVE=1] As we’ve seen with phone companies, increased competition lowers prices.  So if you want to keep our cable tv bills down, vote for Tom Williams on Election Day.
	[NEGATIVE=0] Williams runs a local phone company.  He has faced growing competition from other phone companies.  But, this competition has not lowered prices.  With Williams, our cable tv bills will go up, not down.  Remember that when you cast your vote on Election Day.
	[NEGATIVE=1] As we’ve seen with phone companies, increased competition does not lower prices.  With Williams, our cable tv bills will go up, not down.  Remember that when you cast your vote on Election Day.

	Based on this information, how much do you approve or disapprove of Tom Williams?  Would you say you strongly approve, somewhat approve, somewhat disapprove, or strongly disapprove?

	__________

	16. Here’s the second campaign ad:

	[TONE=0] For years and years, our prices for cable tv have been going higher and higher.  Tom Williams wants to cut cable tv bills by increasing competition among cable companies.  That’s a bad idea.  
	[TONE=1] For years and years, our prices for cable tv have been going higher and higher.  Tom Williams wants to stop this endless cycle of rising rates, by increasing competition in the cable tv business.  

	[NEGATIVE=0] Williams runs a local phone company.  He has faced growing competition from other phone companies.  But, this competition has not lowered prices.  With Williams, our cable tv bills will go up, not down.  Remember that when you cast your vote on Election Day.
	[NEGATIVE=1] As we’ve seen with phone companies, increased competition does not lower prices.  With Williams, our cable tv bills will go up, not down.  Remember that when you cast your vote on Election Day.
	[POSITIVE=0] Williams runs a local phone company.  Competition from other phone companies forced him to cut phone rates.  This experience taught him that increased competition lowers prices.  So if you want to keep our cable tv bills down, vote for Tom Williams on Election Day.
	[POSITIVE=1] As we’ve seen with phone companies, increased competition lowers prices.  So if you want to keep our cable tv bills down, vote for Tom Williams on Election Day.

	Based on this information, how much do you approve or disapprove of Tom Williams?  Would you say you strongly approve, somewhat approve, somewhat disapprove, or strongly disapprove?

	__________

	17. How many days a week do you read the news on the Internet?

	__________

	18. Have you ever been stopped by the police because of your race or ethnic background?

	Yes, No, Don’t know

	19. If the election to select the next U.S. senator from North Carolina were held today, for whom would you vote? (International students and other non-residents of North Carolina may respond.)

	Erskine Bowles, Elizabeth Dole, Other candidate, Not enough information to decide, Have information but undecided

	20. Over the course of the academic year, about how many hours do you spend each week participating in the following activities?

	__________     Class preparation/studying

	__________     Attending classes/labs

	__________     Varsity sports

	__________     Recreational/intramural sports

	__________     Service activities

	__________     Other extracurricular activities

	__________     Watching television

	__________     On-campus job

	__________     Off-campus job

	__________     Socializing

	21. Which political party, Democrats or Republicans, do you trust to do a better job handling the issue of corporate accountability and the prevention of corporate wrongdoing?

	Democrats, Republicans, Don’t know
	Democrats, Republicans, Both, Neither, Don’t know

	22. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

	In general, Davidson students are accepting of people from ethnic backgrounds different than their own.

	Agree, Disagree, Don’t know

	23. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

	There are too few African-American students at Davidson.

	Agree, Disagree, Don’t know

	24. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

	The fact that Davidson’s student body is primarily white deters minority students from enrolling here.

	Agree, Disagree, Don’t know

	25. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

	A great deal of tension between different racial and ethnic groups is present on campus.

	Agree, Disagree, Don’t know

	26. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

	I spend most of my free time with members of my own racial and/or ethnic group.

	Agree, Disagree, Don’t know

	27. How frequently do you read the Davidsonian?

	Very frequently, Somewhat frequently, Not very frequently, Never

	28. How frequently do you participate in activities sponsored by the Davidson International Association?

	Very frequently, Somewhat frequently, Not very frequently, Never

	29. Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Democrat, a Republican, an Independent, or what?

	Democrat, Republican, Independent, Other, No preference, Don’t know

	30. [IF ANSWERED DEMOCRAT:] Would you call yourself a strong Democrat or a not very strong Democrat?
	30. [IF ANSWERED REPUBLICAN:] Would you call yourself a strong Republican or a not very strong Republican?
	30. [IF ANSWERED INDEPENDENT, OTHER, OR NO PREFERENCE:] Do you think of yourself as closer to the Democratic Party or closer to the Republican Party?

	Strong, Not very strong
	Strong, Not very strong
	Closer to Democratic, Neither, Closer to Republican

	31. Listed below are several family income categories.  Estimate your family's total annual income, and please check the appropriate category. 

	Less than $40,000, $40,001 to $75,000, $75,001 to $100,000, $100,001 to $150,000, $150,001 to $250,000, $250,001 to $500,000, $500,001 to $1,000,000, more than $1,000,000

	32. In which of the following categories does your current grade point average fall?  (Please check the appropriate category.)

	0.00 to 2.00, 2.01 to 2.25, 2.26 to 2.50, 2.51 to 2.75, 2.76 to 3.00, 3.01 to 3.25, 3.26 to 3.50, 3.51 to 3.75, 3.76 to 4.00

	33. Now we’re going to present you with two advertisements used by two different candidates running for Congress.  After you read the ads, we’ll ask you how you feel about the candidates.  Here’s the first ad:

	[TONE=0] Dave Beck is a true conservative.
	[TONE=1] Dave Beck wants to represent us as a conservative.  But do we want him?  

	[POS=0] because of what he learned as a small businessman.  He fought against the increase in the minimum wage that forced millions of Americans to lose their jobs.  And he is leading a grassroots movement to cut our property taxes.  In this election, Dave Beck is on the conservative team.  Vote for Dave Beck.
	[POS=1] He opposed the increase in the minimum wage that forced millions of Americans to lose their jobs.  And he wants to cut our property taxes.  In this election, Dave Beck is on the conservative team.  Vote for Dave Beck.
	[NEG=0] As a businessman, he fought against the increase in the minimum wage that helped millions of Americans earn a better living.  And he and a group of wealthy friends are working to cut property taxes for the rich.  Vote against extremism.  Vote against Dave Beck on Election Day.
	[NEG=1] He opposed the increase in the minimum wage that helped millions of Americans earn a better living.  And he wants to cut property taxes for the rich.  Vote against extremism.  Vote against Dave Beck on Election Day.

	Based on this information, how much do you approve or disapprove of Dave Beck?  Would you say you strongly approve, somewhat approve, somewhat disapprove, or strongly disapprove?

	__________

	34. Here’s the second campaign ad:

	[TONE=0] Dave Beck wants to represent us as a conservative.  But do we want him?  
	[TONE=1] Dave Beck is a true conservative.

	[NEG=0] As a businessman, he fought against the increase in the minimum wage that helped millions of Americans earn a better living.  And he and a group of wealthy friends are working to cut property taxes for the rich.  Vote against extremism.  Vote against Dave Beck on Election Day.
	[NEG=1] He opposed the increase in the minimum wage that helped millions of Americans earn a better living.  And he wants to cut property taxes for the rich.  Vote against extremism.  Vote against Dave Beck on Election Day.
	[POS=0] because of what he learned as a small businessman.  He fought against the increase in the minimum wage that forced millions of Americans to lose their jobs.  And he is leading a grassroots movement to cut our property taxes.  In this election, Dave Beck is on the conservative team.  Vote for Dave Beck.
	[POS=1] He opposed the increase in the minimum wage that forced millions of Americans to lose their jobs.  And he wants to cut our property taxes.  In this election, Dave Beck is on the conservative team.  Vote for Dave Beck.

	Based on this information, how much do you approve or disapprove of Dave Beck?  Would you say you strongly approve, somewhat approve, somewhat disapprove, or strongly disapprove?

	__________

	35. How many days a week do you read the first section (e.g. "Section A") of a daily newspaper?

	__________

	36. How closely do you follow politics and current events?

	Very closely, Somewhat closely, Not very closely, Not at all

	37. How closely are you following the 2002 elections this fall?

	Very closely, Somewhat closely, Not very closely, Not at all

	38. How much do you know about the various proposals to reform Social Security in the United States?

	A great deal, Some, Not much

	39. Due to the approaching retirement of the baby boomer generation, there soon will be more retirees receiving Social Security benefits than workers contributing to the Social Security program.  As a result, many predict that Social Security will not be able to pay full benefits to retirees.  How important do you believe it is for politicians to address today these problems of Social Security?

	Very important, Important, Not important, Don’t know

	40. Some Republicans support the partial privatization of Social Security, which would allow individuals to invest a portion of their payroll taxes in private stocks.  The Republicans argue that the proposed reform would protect retirees’ Social Security benefits.  Stock market returns could substantially increase those benefits.  Do you support or oppose this proposed reform to Social Security?
	40. Some Democrats oppose the partial privatization of Social Security, which would allow individuals to invest a portion of their payroll taxes in private stocks.  The Democrats argue that the proposed reform would threaten retirees’ guaranteed Social Security benefits.  Stock market  declines could substantially reduce those benefits.  Do you support or oppose this proposed reform to Social Security?
	40. Some Republicans support a reform of Social Security which would allow individuals to invest a portion of their payroll taxes in private stocks.  The Republicans argue that the proposed reform would protect retirees’ Social Security benefits.  Stock market returns could substantially increase those benefits.  Do you support or oppose this proposed reform to Social Security?
	40. Some Democrats oppose a reform of Social Security which would allow individuals to invest a portion of their payroll taxes in private stocks.  The Democrats argue that the proposed reform would threaten retirees’ guaranteed Social Security benefits.  Stock market  declines could substantially reduce those benefits.  Do you support or oppose this proposed reform to Social Security?

	Support, Do not support, Have no opinion, Don’t know

	41. Some Democrats oppose the partial privatization of Social Security, which would allow individuals to invest a portion of their payroll taxes in private stocks.  The Democrats argue that the proposed reform would threaten retirees’ guaranteed Social Security benefits.  Stock market  declines could substantially reduce those benefits.  Do you support or oppose this proposed reform to Social Security?
	41. Some Republicans support the partial privatization of Social Security, which would allow individuals to invest a portion of their payroll taxes in private stocks.  The Republicans argue that the proposed reform would protect retirees’ Social Security benefits.  Stock market returns could substantially increase those benefits.  Do you support or oppose this proposed reform to Social Security?
	41. Some Democrats oppose a reform of Social Security which would allow individuals to invest a portion of their payroll taxes in private stocks.  The Democrats argue that the proposed reform would threaten retirees’ guaranteed Social Security benefits.  Stock market  declines could substantially reduce those benefits.  Do you support or oppose this proposed reform to Social Security?
	41. Some Republicans support a reform of Social Security which would allow individuals to invest a portion of their payroll taxes in private stocks.  The Republicans argue that the proposed reform would protect retirees’ Social Security benefits.  Stock market returns could substantially increase those benefits.  Do you support or oppose this proposed reform to Social Security?

	Support, Do not support, Have no opinion, Don’t know

	42. How frequently do you participate in activities sponsored by the Black Student Coalition?

	Very frequently, Somewhat frequently, Not very frequently, Never

	43. Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a liberal, a conservative, a moderate, or what?

	Liberal, Conservative, Moderate, Haven’t thought about it, Don’t know

	44. [IF ANSWERED LIBERAL:] Would you call yourself a strong liberal or a not very strong liberal?
	44. [IF ANSWERED CONSERVATIVE:] Would you call yourself a strong conservative or a not very strong conservative?
	44. [IF ANSWERED INDEPENDENT, OTHER, OR NO PREFERENCE:] Do you think of yourself as more like a liberal or more like a conservative?

	Strong liberal, Not very strong liberal
	Strong conservative, Not very strong conservative
	More like a liberal, Moderate, More like a conservative

	45. Now for some questions about the federal government.  Which party has the most members in the House of Representatives in Washington?

	__________

	46. How much of a majority is required for the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives to override a presidential veto - - one-half plus one vote, three-fifths, two-thirds, or three-quarters?

	__________

	47. In general, thinking about the political parties in Washington, would you say Democrats are more conservative than Republicans, or Republicans are more conservative than Democrats?

	__________

	48. Whose responsibility is it to determine if a law is constitutional or not - - is it the President, Congress, or the Supreme Court?

	__________

	49. How many four year terms can the President of the United States serve?

	__________

	50. How many members of the U.S. Supreme Court are there?

	__________

	51. What political office is now held by Dick Cheney?

	__________

	52. Have you or your family ever been without health insurance, or been unable to pay for health care?

	Yes, No, Don’t know


Thank you very much for completing the survey.  Please close your browser.  We will share our findings with the campus community after tabulating the results.

