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Does not meet 
requirements for  

Exempt Category 1 
Could be exempt under  

Category 2 or 3 

Qualifies for  
Exempt Category 1 

Submit Application for 
Exempt Research 

Designation 

START 
Meets the definition of 

research.* 

*”Research” means a systematic investigation, including research development, testing and evaluation, 
designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge. 

Will the research take place in an established 
educational setting? 

Will only normal educational practices be used (e.g., 
regular and special education instructional strategies, 

and research on the effectiveness of or the 
comparison among instructional techniques or 

classroom management methods)? 

Will the research impact the student’s opportunity to 
learn required educational content or the assessment 

of educators who provide instruction? 

NO 

NO 

YES

YES

YES

NO 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=9d514a63ee6716bb2870c913486ffe12&ty=HTML&h=L&pitd=20180719&n=pt6.1.46&r=PART#se6.1.46_1104
https://www.davidson.edu/Documents/Administrative%20Department/Grants%20and%20Contracts/Human%20Subject%20IRB/HSIRB-exempt-research-application-davidson-college-protected.doc
https://www.davidson.edu/Documents/Administrative%20Department/Grants%20and%20Contracts/Human%20Subject%20IRB/HSIRB-exempt-research-application-davidson-college-protected.doc
https://www.davidson.edu/Documents/Administrative%20Department/Grants%20and%20Contracts/Human%20Subject%20IRB/HSIRB-exempt-research-application-davidson-college-protected.doc

