Sample Letter to an Older School Child, Requesting Assent

(Current Date) 

Dear Student: 

[INTRODUCTION] My name is Ann Doe.  I am a senior at Davidson College.  [PURPOSE] I am asking you to participate in a project that examines parental and peer influences on teenagers.  Sometimes parents find it hard to understand what you and your friends go through during your teens.  My project looks at some of the concerns that you may face now or might face in the future. 

[POTENTIAL RISKS AND DISCOMFORTS AND/OR BENEFITS] Your participation in this study will not affect your grades in any way.  There are no known risks involved in this study and [COMPENSATION FOR PARTICIPATION] you will receive nothing for your participation. 

 [PROCEDURES] I am asking you to complete a short questionnaire that will take about 15 minutes.  Your parents or legal guardians have already given permission for you to participate in this study, but you do not have to participate if you choose.  [RIGHT TO REFUSE OR WITHDRAW] You may quit this study at any time by simply writing on the questionnaire “Stop” or “I do not wish to participate.”  [CONFIDENTIALITY] To protect your confidentiality, the questionnaire will not be shared with anyone unless required by law.  These questionnaires will be kept by my teacher Dr. Sally Smith and me.  Neither Cities in Schools nor your parents will know if you chose to participate in this project or the answers you provide on the questionnaire. 

[OFFER TO ANSWER QUESTIONS] If you have any question about this study, please talk with Mr.Tim Brown, the Director of Cities in Schools at Hughes Middle School or your homebase teacher. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ann Doe 
Agreement 

I agree to participate in this research project and I have received a copy of this form. 

Student’s Name (Please Print)



 Date 

Student’s Signature 

I have explained to the above named individual the nature and purpose, benefits and possible risks associated with participation in this research.  I have answered all questions that have been raised and I have provided the participant with a copy of this form. 

Student Researcher




Date 

